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Brothers of Kappa Chapter:  
 
We wanted to take this opportunity to update you on our A Reason to be Proud Campaign to revitalize the active chapter 
and renovate the fraternity house.  The house officially re-opened on Sunday, August 17, after the Borough issued the 
occupancy permit and we substantially completed the 8-month, $1.3 million renovation project.  We have covered a lot 
of ground since our Groundbreaking Ceremony in April when Penn State President Graham Spanier spoke to our actives, 
alumni and friends.  We have many pictures from the ceremony and of the progress of the renovation project. Check 
them out at www.phisigpsu.com.

We have been involved in various activities in the recent months, including: 

Groundbreaking Ceremony 

It was great that President Spanier spoke at our Groundbreaking ceremony at the house on April 24. A copy of his remarks 
can be found on our web site, www.phisigpsu.com. Almost all the actives were there, including the two immediate past 
presidents and the new president.  
 
After the ceremony, we toured the house with a number of actives and alums. It was really amazing to see everything 
stripped down to the wood frame and wood studs. Where there was no wood frame or studs, the original stone wall 
from 1927 was completely exposed. There was nothing left in the bathrooms or kitchen except for the wood frame. The 
bathroom contractor would not even go in the bathrooms until three coats of Clorox were used on the floor. That is how 
grungy they were. Seeing the house with the walls down was probably more dramatic than it will be to see it when it is 
done. When you see it stripped down to the wood frame, you realize how much work went into it to get to that point, and 
how much work was needed to put it back together. We completed this renovation work in mid-August. 
 
If you have any questions about the renovation project, please contact Dave Hyland ’80 (dhyland@ecanet.com);  
Dick Doherty ’58 (cosdoherty@verizon.net); or Dan Stearns ’73 (dstearns@psu.edu).  

Our 102-Year-Old-Brother

In early summer, Bill DeGrandis ’77 visited our 102-year-old alum, John Shaw ’29, at his home in Falls Church, Va.,  
and gave him an update on the campaign. John is the last surviving Kappa Chapter alum who lived in the house when 
it opened in 1927. When you look at the house from the street, he lived on the second floor, front, farthest room to the 
right. When Bill told him about the progress of the renovations, he said, “Now you have to finish.”  Those are the words 
that motivate us to complete our project. 

[Ed. Note] On August 4, 2008, John Shaw passed away peacefully in his sleep and has joined the Chapter Eternal. Bill DeGrandis 
attended the funeral and conducted the Phi Sig ritual. John’s family said that John was tickled to have been contacted by us  
and updated on the state of the Kappa Chapter.

Bear is our “Million Dollar Man”

Bear Koehler not only devoted many years to our chapter as a member and then as chapter advisor, but his pledge  
of $25,000 and estate bequest of slightly over $160,000, totaling over $185,000, have enabled us to cross the $1 million 
mark in the campaign.  So Bear will be appropriately honored on our Hall of Fame plaque as our Million Dollar Man.  
Thank you Bear for your many years of service and your generosity!

PLEDGE AGREEMENT
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Preserving the 
Legacy Society

$100,000+

Koehler Society
$50,000 - $99,999

Triple T Society
$25,000 - $49,999

Leadership Society
$10,000 - $24,999

Silver and Red 
Society

$5,000 - $9,999

Hill and a Star 
Society

$2,500 - $4,999

Brotherhood 
Society

$1,000 - $2,499

Supporters
Up to $999
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THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE KAPPA CHAPTER OF PHI SIGMA KAPPA
A Reason to Be Proud:

For further information, please contact Campaign Manager Ed Kraus at Affinity Connection 
by phone (717-763-8009), FAX (717-763-0001), or e-mail (ed@affinityconnection.com).

I, __________________________, accept the invitation to join others in support of the Fraternity in 
its mission of Brotherhood, Education and Leadership and do hereby pledge and agree to contribute 
the total sum of $__________ to the Kappa Chapter of Phi Sigma Kappa, …A REASON TO BE 
PROUD Campaign. Pledge commitments are invoiced over a period of five years unless otherwise 
requested. Make check payable to the Phi Sigma Kappa Association.
These gifts are considered not to be tax-deductible.

Over
5 years

I prefer to mail my contribution and I will make my payments on the schedule checked below. I 
understand I will receive a reminder for each installment.

��One-time Payment (My check is enclosed)

� Quarterly   (Jan/Apr/July/Oct — all months apply)

��Semi-Annually (��Jan/July or  ��Apr/Oct — choose one)

��Annually   (��Jan    ��Apr   ��July  ���Oct — choose one month to receive invoice)

��Other ____________________________________________________________________

Invoice Starting Month/Year_______________ / _____ Today’s Date _____________________
                        (Jan/Apr/July/Oct)

Signature ____________________________________________________ Grad Year _______

Invoice Address _______________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________ State _______________ ZIP ____________

E-mail Address (Home) _____________________ (Office) _____________________________

Phone (Home) ___________________________ (Office) _____________________________

Safe, Secure & Easy – Pay Your Pledge Using Our Monthly Recurring Gift Program!

Your contribution can be made automatically each month via credit card or a deduction direct from 
your checking account. You may be able to make a larger pledge as a result!  For example, a $5,000 
pledge is only $83 per month.  Additionally, by signing up for our Recurring Gift Program you will 
be providing us with a steady flow of income and reduce our pledge management costs significantly.

SIGN UP TODAY!  Simply complete the authorization form on the reverse side and return in the 
envelope provided!  



Where Do We Go From Here? 

Like John Shaw said, “We have to finish.”We need to increase our funds available to pay our contractors. We have 
put every dime we have into the physical structure of the house, including life/safety/health code requirements and 
improvements. We cut from the budget work that was strictly for appearance purposes (like the shutters). Because we 
wanted to put as much money into the house as possible, we are running real tight on the pledge and loan money that 
will be available for construction. 

Total project costs (before furniture) will cost $1.6-1.7 million, with construction costs amounting to about $1.3 million. To 
date, we have about $1.1 million in pledges that are paid over 5 years. The maximum loan we could get was $900,000. To 
pay for furniture and to make sure we have enough money on hand this month to make final payments to our contractors, 
we need to raise another $200,000-$300,000 during the next 2 months. Greg Stevens ’75 and Bill Albertson ’73 are 
working on recommendations for furniture and the approximate cost will be about $35,000. 

Additional cost items:

Furniture – living room, dining room and TV/chapter room (and carpets) - $35,000

Repointing stone work – $8,000

Shutters – $8,000  

How can you help?

If you have not pledged yet, please do so. This is a very worthwhile project and we are nearing completion on the 
renovations. Our Hall of Fame plaque will be placed in the main foyer and will list our contributors by Class Year and 
Society (giving) Levels. The list of donors is also enclosed and is available online at www.phisigpsu.com.  
 
If you know of someone who has not contributed yet who you think has the interest and the capability to help,  
please contact them or provide us with their names, and we will contact them.  
 
If you have pledged, please make your payments for this calendar year by this September, so we have the money  
available for paying the contractors.  
 
We have also developed binding Standards of Conduct and a new Lease Agreement that will govern the conduct  
of the actives once they move back in. They are being developed by a group of alums and actives.  
 
If you need a pledge form or need any other info, please let us know. One can also be downloaded from our web site,  
www.phisigpsu.com.  
 
Fraternally,  
 

Bill DeGrandis ‘77

 

Chairman, A Reason to be Proud Campaign and Vice President, Board of Directors 
Work: (202) 551-1720; Cell: (703) 819-1379 
billdegrandis@paulhastings.com   

Dick Doherty ‘58

 

President, Board of Directors 
(610) 323-3888 
cosdoherty@verizon.net


